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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

 Public Notices ◗
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1982GD 

In the interests of 
Anaira A. Rodriguez

of Holyoke, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 09/22/2023 
by  Widal is  Rodriguez 
of Holyoke, MA will be 
held  04/09/2024 08:30 
AM Rev iew Hear ing . 
L o c a t e d :  H a m p d e n 
Probate & Family Court, 
50 State Street, 4th Floor, 
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: January 9, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee 

of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 
28, 2024 at 6:30pm to hear 
a special permit application 
extension ACMJ Inc to build 
and operate a marijuana cul-
tivation and processing estab-
lishment at 532 Main St (026-
03-012) Meeting will take 

place at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be 
accessed remotely via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID 838 
4251 5233 Meeting Passcode 
202874 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting 
ID and Passcode. For an elec-
tronic copy of this applica-
tion or to provide comments 
for the public hearing, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos 
at Anderson-BurgosJ@holy-
oke.org or by phone 413-322-
5525. 

Ordinance Chair 
Israel Rivera

02/09, 02/16/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)7487758

Docket No. HD23P0278EA
Estate of: 

Christopher Thomas 
Brayley

Date of Death: 12/28/2022 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order 

of Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Edward 
Brayley of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
03/15/2024.

This is NOT a hear
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ
ten appearance and objec
tion if you object to this pro
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: February 02, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

CITY OF HOLYOKE
REQUEST FOR 

QUALIFICATIONS
RFQ #202438E 

Central Fueling Station 
Replacement Design 

and Feasibility

The City of Holyoke 
(City) is requesting qualifi-
cations from firms to provide 
professional engineering ser-
vices relating to the replace-
ment of the existing Central 
Fueling Station in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. The firm 
selected for this project shall 
have a demonstrated ability 
to execute this type of project 
and provide the City with the 
technical assistance required 
to make informed choices in 
developing and implement-
ing this project. The city is 
looking for the design to be 
substantially complete by 
June 30th, 2024, with a full 
completion date no later 
than September 30th, 2024. 
Construction will need to be 
completed no later than June 
30th, 2026.

This project is fund
ed with Federal Funds. 
Respondents will be veri
fied for eligibility to receive 
Federal Funds and must 
comply with all Federal 
Requirements including 
Part 200.

RFQ documents  can 
be obtained electronically 
through the City of Holyoke’s 
Purchasing Department by 
submitting an email request. 
Responses will also be sub-
mitted by email. RFQ docu-
ments will be available from 
morrowj@holyoke.org or 
sweeneye@holyoke.org on 
Monday, February 5, 2024 at 
12:00 AM (local time).

Proposals shall be sub-
mitted in person to the Office 
of Purchasing and are due on 
Thursday February 29, 2024 
by 2:00 PM. Late applications 
will not be accepted.

The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all submis-
sions, to waive any minor 
informalities & technicalities, 
or to cancel the bid if it is in 
the public interest to do so. 
PLEASE NOTE THE CITY 
WILL NOT BE DOING 
A WALK THROUGH OF 
THE FUELING STATION.
02/09/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)7487758

Docket No. HD24C0030CA  
In the matter of: 

Malachi Joseph Bodkin
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Minor has been filed 
by Malachi Joseph Bodkin   
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Malachi Joseph 
GuiteauBodkin

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 

10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/22/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  January 25, 2024 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. HD23D1052DR

Elaine Madera Miro  vs.
Edwin Campos Ramos
DIVORCE SUMMONS

BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed 

a Complaint for Divorce 
re questing that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irretriev-
able Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.

An Automatic Restrain-
ing Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action 
which would negatively 
impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental  Probate 
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby sum-
moned and required to serve 
upon:
Elaine Madera Miro
91 Tokeneke
Holyoke, MA 01040

your answer, if any, on 
or before 04/09/2024. If you 
fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register 
of this Court

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: January 8, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD24P0193GD

In the matter of: 
Jessica Marcial 

Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5304
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been 
filed by Valley Springs 
Behavioral Health H of 
Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter  al leg-
ing that Jessica Marcial is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
02/28/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
abovenamed person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the abovenamed 
person. If the abovenamed 
person cannot afford a law
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 30, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE 
GAS & ELECTRIC 

DEPARTMENT
UTILITY LINE 
MATERIAL  

1894 LINE STRUCTURES
Sealed bids for furnish-

ing the above material will 
be received by Holyoke Gas 
& Electric Dept. until 2:00 
p.m. February 29, 2024, at 
the Office of the Manager, 
99 Suffolk St., Holyoke, MA  
01040, at which time propos-
als will be publicly opened 

and read.
Additional information 

may be obtained from:
Chi Wong

Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St.

Holyoke, MA  01040
(413) 536-9308

cwong@hged.com
The r ight  i s  hereby 

reserved to reject any or all 
proposals, or to accept any 
proposal that in the opinion 
of the Manager may be in the 
best interest of the City of 
Holyoke.

Please mark sealed enve-
lopes “Bid for Utility Line 
Material  –  1894 Line 
Structures” and address them 
to:
James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept.

99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA  01040

02/09/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)7487758

Docket No. HD24C0029CA 
In the matter of: 

Gabrielle Moriah Bodkin
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Minor has been filed 
by Gabrielle Moriah Bodkin  
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Gabrielle Moriah 
GuiteauBodkin 

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/22/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  January 25, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate

02/09/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

See NOTICES, page 11

Please check 
the accuracy of

your legal notice
prior to submission 

(i.e., date, time, 
spelling). Also, be 

sure the requested
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of 
thenotice, or as 

the law demands.



The Holyoke Sun   •   FEBRUARY 9, 2024   •    11

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TREE SERVICE
H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE UPS

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalmer.
com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover let-
ter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-
ployer.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and trucks. 
Experience required, full time. RB En-
terprises, Ludlow, MA. 413-583-
8393.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) Administrative As-
sistant to assist with operations and 
office management duties.  For a full 
job description, please visit www.
norcrosswildlife.org or email 
dgugliotti@norcrosswildlife.
org. 

FOR RENT
APARTMENT FOR RENT. 826 
East St., Ludlow. Monthly rent $1200. 
Gas heating, central air, 1.5 bathrooms, 
2 bedrooms, kitchen/dining combo, full 
basement, electric stove & microwave, 
refrigerator and dishwasher; washer & 
dryer not included. One private parking 
spot. Not pets allowed. First/last/secu-
rity. Call 413-218-4041, 413-583-
3097.

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)7487758

Docket No. HD24P0244EA
Estate of:

Edward John Topor 
Also known as: 
Edward J Topor

Date of Death: 03/30/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal 

Probate of Will  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
fi led by Christine H. 
Bednarski of Springfield, 
MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
t h a t :  C h r i s t i n e  H . 
Bednarski of Springfield, 
MA be  appo in ted  a s 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised adminis
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  03/04/2024.

This is NOT a hear
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 

followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken with
out further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inven
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: February 05, 2024  

Rosemary A. 
Saccomani

Register of Probate
02/09/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
T h e  O r d i n a n c e 

Committee of the Holyoke 
Ci ty  Counci l  and the 
Planning Board will hold 
separate public hearings 
to hear a zoning ordi-
nance change proposal to 
allow cannabis business-
es beyond the IG zone and 
allow priority for social 
equity applicants and those 
negatively impacted by 
war on drugs. Ordinance 
Committee meeting will 
take place on Wednesday, 
February 28,2024 at 6:30 
pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via 
www.zoom.us Meeting ID 
838 4251 5233 Meeting 

Passcode 202874 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 
with same Meeting ID and 
Passcode. Planning Board 
meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, February 27, 
2024 at 5:30 pm at City 
Hall Annex, 20 Korean 
Veterans Plaza,  Room 
403, and can be accessed 
remotely via ww.zoom.
us Meeting ID: 836 3939 
8493 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same meet-
ing ID. To provide com-
ments to the Ordinance 
Committee, please contact 
City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos 
at  Anderson-BurgosJ@
holyoke.org or by phone 
413-322-5525. To provide 
comments to the Planning 
Board, please contact Jeff 
Burkott at JBurkott@holy-
oke.org

Ordinance Chair 
Israel Rivera

Planning Chair 
Mimi Panitch

02/09, 02/16/2024

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hear ing  on  Tuesday, 
February 27, 2024 at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
836 3939 8493  CALL IN 
*646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning 
Ordinance Sec 6.1.9, a 
Special Permit to allow for 
a common driveway located 
on 525-527 Pleasant Street 
(091-00-073). 

For a complete copy 
of the application contact 
Planning at 322-5575.

APPLICANT: 
Alex Vilkhovoy
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch

02/09, 02/16/2024

 Public Notices ◗

claiming your Social Security until you 
either earn less or reach 67 years of age.  

If you already have 26 years con-
tributing to Social Security from “sub-
stantial earnings,” your WEP reduc-
tion will already be mitigated and any 
additional years of substantial earnings 
from which SS payroll taxes are deduct-
ed will result in an even smaller WEP 
reduction. 

If you can achieve 30 years of SS 
contributions from substantial work 
earnings, WEP will no longer apply. 
So, you may not be “stuck with” the 
WEP reduction permanently, but you 
will need to contact Social Security 
to request that your WEP reduction 
amount be reviewed in light of any addi-

tional years of SS-covered earnings. 
This should be done after you submit 
your income taxes each year you have 
additional SS-covered earnings. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental enti ty.  This article 
is intended for information purposes 
and does not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

SECURITY, from page 4

NOTICES, from page 9

employer and the employees would have 
been significantly less than what we had 
actually paid out,” Casey said. 

Based on an analysis done, the total 
costs incurred by the city between fiscal 
year 2020 and FY22 would have been 
$2.4 million less had it had a self-funded 
health insurance model. 

If the city had kept these savings, 
they would have lived within the trust 
for the health insurance. The benefit of 
a trust for health insurance would be to 
create savings for years where health 
insurance costs increased, to potentially 
keep that cost lower. 

“It would help ensure that those 
years that are really good, great, and 
those years where we have seen dou-
ble digit increases in premium costs, we 
would have enough money to potentially 
tamp that down,” Casey said. 

According to Casey, this self-funded 
healthcare system would be similar to the 
way the city’s retirement fund works. 

With the finance committee’s rec-
ommendation to the council of adopting 
the state law to create the necessary trust, 
this process is able to move forward. 
Casey hopes to receive the city council’s 

approval at one of their February meet-
ings. 

However, even once the city coun-
cil approves the adopting of the state 
law, that does not guarantee that the 
se l f - funded sys tem 
would immediately be 
adopted. 

“If this were to 
move forward and the 
council were to adopt 
this it is not going to 
happen overnight ,” 
Casey said. “There’s 
still other things to be 
done and there would 
be other opportunities 
for the council to have 
input.”

For one, Casey and 
others working on this project would 
need to find trustees for the trust. They 
also have to create a trust document. 

There would also need to be appro-
priations made. 

Additionally, the decision would 
require agreement from the Section 19 
Committee. 

The Section 19 Committee is 
also known as the Public Employee 
Committee. It is made up of the water 

department, the gas and electric, the 
school department and the city of holy-
oke proper.

“All of the collective bargaining 
units in the city come together and they 

bargain as one unit 
when it relates to ben-
efits and health insur-
ance,” Casey said. 

T h e r e f o r e  t h i s 
committee would also 
need to agree to the 
idea of self-funded 
insurance. 

Casey also men-
tioned that they would 
look into the renewal 
rates for both health 
insurance models to 
ensure that the numbers 

remained consistent before committing 
one way or another. 

“We would be able to request both 
renewal rates for a fully-insured plan and 
a self-insured plan and we would be able 
to review them and decide,” Casey said. 
“If we get the  numbers and it’s looking 
like this isn’t going to be as beneficial 
as we had hoped or thought based on the 
renewal rates, it’s a non-starter, we’re not 
moving any further.”

Moving forward, Casey hopes to nail 
down a plan of action during March and 
early April, so that they would be ready 
for open renewal in mid to late May. 

This would allow everyone to be 
enrolled and “ready to go” for July 1, 
which would be the start date for the new 
insurance model, should it go to plan. 

The finance committee unanimously 
agreed that the city should continue to 
explore this option, as it could be greatly 
beneficial for the city. 

Additionally, Holyoke would not be 
the only city to have this health insur-
ance model. In fact, self-funded health 
insurance has grown increasingly popular 
around the country. 

“I’m generally warm to doing it 
because most large employers now often 
use self-funded,” City Councilor Kevin 
Jourdain said. “In fact in Massachusetts 
it’s about two thirds self-funded and one 
third fully funded and in many states, 
Connecticut for example, it’s like 85% 
of employer groups are self-fund-
ed and most government structures are 
self-funded.”

With the unanimous support from 
the finance committee, this topic will go 
to the city council for them to discuss at 
an upcoming meeting.

INSURANCE, from page 1

“All of the collective 
bargaining units 

in the city come together 
and they bargain 

as one unit when it 
relates to benefits and 

health insurance,”

- Treasurer Rory Casey

Frozen Polish Food Sale on Feb. 10
INDIAN ORCHARD – A Frozen 

Polish Food Sale, featuring Pierogi, 
Golabki and Kapusta, will be held at

Immaculate Conception Church Hall 
at  25 Parker St. in Indian Orchard on 
Saturday, Feb. 10 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

All are welcome to come and pur-
chase. 


